St. Conleth’s National School   

Gender Equality in St. Conleth’s N.S.

It is the fundamental aim of St. Conleth’s N.S. that each person will be enabled to achieve her or his potential as a human being.  Principles of justice freedom and democracy demand that no individuals should be handicapped by their sex from self- realisation and full participation in the country’s social, cultural and economic life.

Children in our care will experience the same opportunities for fulfilment and advancement. The aspiration of no child will be hindered by its gender. Gender equality is an integral part of the school’s ethos. The notion of equality of opportunity is closely bound up with the child’s perception of self and self-worth.

Our school will endeavour to identify areas sex stereotyping may be occurring and will take appropriate action to demonstrate gender equality

The following strategies will be employed in promoting gender equity in our school.

School Organisation

· Pupils will line up or be grouped  in some factor other than gender

· Pupils will be encouraged to work and play in mixed groups

· Storage and handling of equipment will be done on a rota basis

· Seating in the classroom will be arranged by factors other than gender

· There will be equity in the allocation of play space and school facilities

· Children will have equal access to all areas of the curriculum

· School chores will be allocated equitably

· Boys and girls will be engaged in work of equal value when using computers or doing projects

· School outings and dramatic activities that will appeal to the widest number of pupils will be chosen

· No reference to gender will be made in matters of discipline

· The school will actively encourage self-respect and respect of others among pupils

· Teachers will avoid gender biased expectations regarding the behaviour of pupils

Curriculum

· All text books and workbooks will be free of sex stereotyping.

· Teachers’ language , attitudes and expectations will be non-sexist

· Teachers will be sensitive to and aware of the vocabulary, phrases and examples they use when teaching.

· Teachers will use group teaching methods and collective problem solving regularly in order to promote co-operation among all pupils.

· Teachers will avoid assigning roles and characteristics to any one gender.

· Teachers will present a balanced view on the contributions of both women and men to the development of the world.

· Teachers will emphasise the changing patterns in employment.

· Avoid segregation in the teaching of Physical Education.

· Give equal recognition to the needs and experiences of both girls and boys.

· Encourage children of both sexes to work together at Art and Craft activities.

· Avail of discussion, debate and project work to enhance the self -image of girls as well as boys.
